Furman Magazine
Volume 53
Issue 1 Spring 2010

Article 26

4-1-2010

Game boy: Hartwell's company finds cell phone
niche
Ron Wagner

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine
Recommended Citation
Wagner, Ron (2010) "Game boy: Hartwell's company finds cell phone niche," Furman Magazine: Vol. 53 : Iss. 1 , Article 26.
Available at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine/vol53/iss1/26

This Article is made available online by Journals, part of the Furman University Scholar Exchange (FUSE). It has been accepted for inclusion in Furman
Magazine by an authorized FUSE administrator. For terms of use, please refer to the FUSE Institutional Repository Guidelines. For more information,
please contact scholarexchange@furman.edu.

Furman ALUMNI NEWS

2009-10 ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Clare Folio Morris ’83, president; J. Chris Brown ’89, president-elect; Harriet
Arnold Wilburn ’74, past president; Rebecca Ann Armacost ’89; Lynn Neely
Bailey ’78; N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell ’90; John M. Block ’63;
Mary Lou Walch Cagle ’69; Bobby E. Church ’78; Paul D. Goebel ’63; Michael
L. Guynn ’91; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; L. Yates Johnson, Jr. ’59; Gwinn

BIRTHS: Michael and Julia Bellon, a

is a vice president for institutional accounts

son, Matthew Robert, January 13, 2009,

in the securities unit of Deutsche Bank.

Columbia, S.C. Michael is the music

BIRTHS: David and Tiffany Lanning, a

teacher at Sandel Elementary School and

daughter, Rose Lee Lanning, November 5,

Julia is associate registrar at the University

Simpsonville, S.C. (This corrects an item

of South Carolina.

from the winter issue.)

C. Moon, Jr. ’76; William P. Morrow, Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott W.

long before Hartwell began working on what

Hartwell says. “We would try to convince

turned out to be the biggest break of his

big publishers to do a big deal with us. It felt

career.

like a non-stop interview, which I didn’t feel

“JAMDAT Mobile approached my old

was the ideal way to exist in a company.”

Travis and Crystal Miller, a daughter,

company about making a bowling game,” he

Andrew William, November 24, Gainesville,

Ava Danielle, September 10. Travis is the

says. “We reluctantly said yes, because we

Kellie, a University of Washington graduate he

Fla.

basketball coach at Blacksburg (S.C.) High

were more focused on console systems like

met at his first software job, where she was

School.

PlayStation and GameCube.”

head of North American sales. Her contacts

Matt and Ellen Huntley Dubé, a son,

Earle Kneeland ’89; J. Cordell Maddox ’54; James N. Martin ’79; Herman A.
Matherson, Jr. ’79; Andrew C. Medlyn ’97; Matthew A. Miller ’99; Joseph

GAME BOY: HARTWELL’S COMPANY FINDS CELL PHONE NICHE

93

But JAMDAT Bowling turned into a

Langley and Diane Whitehead

Hartwell’s ace in the hole was his wife,

and skills helped open doors.

Adam Cain of Sharpsburg, Ga., was

Respess, a daughter, Virginia May, May 7,

phenomenon that changed phone gaming

Raeber ’92; Gordon D. Seay ’61; Ellison L. Smith ’89; Leslie L. Smith ’91; Cynthia

ordained to the gospel ministry at East

2009. They live in Atlanta.

forever. For three years it was North America’s

depended on coming up with a good game.

Black Sparks ’80; Heyward M. Sullivan ’59; William N. Turrentine ’64; Connie

Newnan Baptist Church in January. He is

A deal with JAMDAT to develop a golf game

the new student minister at Luthersville

96

most popular game. According to Hartwell, at

Gartrell Williams ’74.

one point it drove a third of JAMDAT’s sales.

provided the cash for what turned out to be

Baptist Church. In addition to his ministry

Edith Johnson Overall recently become

Ex-Officio and Other Members: David Shi ’73, president; Michael Gatchell

role, he has a full-time job at SMC in

organist/music associate at Church Street

’91, vice president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, director of Alumni

Peachtree City as database administrator.

United Methodist Church in Knoxville,

Association; Jane Dungan, associate director of Alumni Association; Tina Hayes

Elizabeth Watkins McLemore,

Tenn.

Ballew ’78, associate director of Alumni Association; Cal Hurst ’04, president,

currently enrolled in a pre-nursing

Brian Sheridan earned his Doctor of

Young Alumni Council; Andrew Yowler ’10, president, Student Alumni Council;

program at Tidewater Community College

Jurisprudence degree from Penn State

Ben Able ’10, president, Association of Furman Students; Rick Harris ’10,

in Portsmouth, Va., has accepted an

University and is an attorney with the

president, Senior Class.

adjunct position as a pastoral counselor at

U.S. Department of Justice.

Tidewater Pastoral Counseling Services in

Paul Smith has joined the Centers for

Norfolk. She has been pastor of churches

Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta

in the Virginia Conference of the United

as a sector manager in the Office of

89

91

BIRTH: Matthew ’91 and Gwinn

Kristi York Wooten, whose article

Methodist Church for the past 10 years

Sustainability. He is responsible for helping

Earle Kneeland, a daughter, Emilyn

“When the Wall Came Tumbling Down”

and is now on a leave of absence.

to reduce the carbon footprint of the

Prior Kneeland, October 30. They live

appeared in the Fall 2009 issue of Furman

in Simpsonville, S.C.

magazine, was co-writer and music

90
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Clay Clifton recently joined the staff
of San Diego (Calif.) Coastkeeper, the

director of “Half the Sky LIVE” February 11

94
Mark and Austin Shelley live in

CDC. He is studying for a master’s degree

With its success, Hartwell saw an
opportunity.
“We were kind of dialing back down to

Hartwell knew, however, that everything

GOSUB 60’s big break: Solitaire Deluxe.
That was 2003. Today GOSUB 60
(www.gosub60.com) is the only independent

this little tiny processor, this tiny screen size,

top-10 wireless game publisher in the United

JOSH HARTWELL THINKS a chemistry

black and white as opposed to millions of

States, with 32 employees and 14 games.

degree from Furman has a lot to do with his

colors, so we really had to go for the essence

current position on the cutting edge of the

and purity of the product,” Hartwell says of

working to develop games that can be played

cell phone gaming industry.

To stay on the cutting edge, GOSUB is

the work behind JAMDAT Bowling. “And it

both on mobile devices and on sites like

No, really.

made everyone think differently about what

Facebook. The idea is for users to be able

“I read somewhere that chemistry is

makes a game. It got me to see the potential

to start a game on a phone and finish later

one of the most popular degrees of Fortune

for games in mobile devices and that they

on a computer.

500 company CEOs,” Hartwell, founder and

would one day be huge.”

CEO of GOSUB 60, says from his office in

Hartwell thought he could fill a niche by

“One of the big goals for the future is
unifying that experience across platforms,”

in health administration at Georgia State

Santa Monica, Calif. “Not that my company

creating the best products possible for phones

University.

is anywhere close to being a Fortune 500

only. At the time — eight and a half years ago
— this was borderline crazy talk. His bosses

better for Hartwell. He and Kellie live in Santa

he says.
It’s hard to imagine that things could get

in New York City. The program, based on

Princeton, N.J., where he is teaching U.S.

MARRIAGE: Amy Coley and Richard

company, but I think generally I had great

the best-selling book by Nicholas Kristof

history at Princeton High School and she is

Chambers, February 27. Amy works with a

professors, and I think a major like chemistry

did not share his enthusiasm, which eventually

Monica with their sons, Venice, Kendrick and

human resources consulting firm in Atlanta.

teaches you a mode of thinking and teaches

led to a parting of the ways.

Getty, and he sees only bigger things ahead

BIRTH: James ’98 and Susan Falzone

you to come at things from multiple angles.”

and Sheryl WuDunn, focused on the need
to help women in developing countries

enrolled in the Master of Divinity program
at Princeton Theological Seminary.

Kraus, a daughter, Sara Renée, October

city’s largest professional environmental

overcome oppression and become forces

organization, as watershed monitoring

for economic change. It featured musical

95

program manager. He previously was

performances, a short film co-directed

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

director of the Ocean Recreational Water

by actress Marisa Tomei, and a celebrity

Mary-Mitchell Campbell, recipient of

97

Program for the County of San Diego’s

discussion panel, and was taped and

Furman’s 2007 Outstanding Young Alumni

Department of Environmental Health.

broadcast to movie theaters across North

Charles Watson, formerly an executive

For instance, what to do in Los Angeles

With the freedom to follow his vision,
Hartwell persuaded Paul Bolten, lead pro-

for GOSUB 60.
“We’ve had tough times and we’ve had

when your music career seems to come to a

grammer of JAMDAT Bowling, to join him in

big times,” he says. “My job is managing the

dead end? That’s the predicament Hartwell

forming GOSUB 60. They set their sights on

company now, making sure we’re addressing

faced not long after graduating from Furman

creating their own signature game and selling

new markets and that this company is still

Robert Tims, Jr., earned his Doctor

in 1999, when his bluesy, classic-rock-based

it themselves.

moving as fast as it did when it was just three

Award, is music director for the Broadway

of Education degree in leadership from

band dissolved.

America March 4 in conjunction with

musical The Addams Family, which opened

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

with Wachovia Securities, has joined the

International Women’s Day. “Half the

this spring.

in Louisville, Ky.

Financial Sponsors Group of William Blair

Sky LIVE” was presented by CARE, the

MARRIAGE: Michael Fontaine and

MARRIAGE: Brad Harmon and Catherine

and Co., a global investment firm. He

international non-profit that fights global

Lara Sullivan, December 5. They live in

Heath, May 30, 2009. Brad is associate

is based in Chicago and manages the

poverty, with a special focus on women.

New York City, where Lara is an associate

director of residence life at Furman, where

firm’s client relationships primarily in the

Learn more at www.halftheskylive.com

principal at McKinsey & Company, a

Catherine is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts

Southeast and mid-Atlantic.

or www.care.com.

management consulting firm, and Michael

degree in sociology.

36 FURMAN | SPRING 2010

27. They live in Modesto, Calif.

His chemistry degree may not have been

In retrospect, developing a product
wasn’t as difficult as taking control of its

the reason Hartwell was hired by a software

distribution. With established companies in

company, but brains and education opened

place, carriers weren’t eager to change and

the door for his analytical abilities to take

deal directly with a little guy.

over. Testing products turned into producing
games at a second company, and it wasn’t

“Being a pure development shop,
I always felt like we were looking for a job,”

people. This industry hasn’t slowed down, so
we’ve got to constantly be changing.”
— RON WAGNER
The author, a 1993 Furman graduate, is a
freelance writer in Hendersonville, N.C. Photo
courtesy Coral von Zumwalt.
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